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La Trobe University

Roz Ward

‘“safe” schools’ founder

Speaking on the goal of Safe Schools at the Safe Schools Coalition
National Symposium in Melbourne, 13 June 2014

“… Safe Schools Coalition is about supporting gender
and sexual diversity. Not about celebrating diversity.
Not about stopping bullying. About gender and sexual
diversity. About same‐sex attraction. About being
transgender. About being lesbian, gay, bisexual – say
the words – transgender, intersex. Not just 'Be nice to
everyone. Everyone’s great'.”

Roz Ward, Marxist
Marxism

… the political and economic theories of
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, later
developed by their followers to form the
basis of communism.

At the 2015 Marxism conference in Melbourne
“LGBTI oppression and heteronormativity
are woven into the fabric of
capitalism…programs like Safe Schools
Coalition are making some difference, but
we are still an extremely long way from
liberation…only Marxism provides both the
theory and the practice of genuine human
liberation ”

“Now we just need to get rid
of the racist Australian flag
on top of state parliament
and get a red one up there
and my work is done.”
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national‐affairs/state‐
politics/safe‐schools‐chief‐quits‐over‐racist‐flag‐post/news‐
story/0186eacde79d86309c3ff2fc6598e45d

A red flag is predominantly a symbol of socialism, communism,
and left-wing politics https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_flag_(politics)

Part of a bigger agenda
Roz Ward claims that the Safe Schools
program was being undermined by
“state‐sponsored homophobia” that
prevented gay and transgender people
from marrying ‐ “It is a total
contradiction to say we want (the) Safe
Schools Coalition but you can’t get
married to the person that you love.
The question of equal marriage is
important in every single school that I
go to…”
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national‐affairs/education/antibullying‐head‐links‐safe‐schools‐to‐samesex‐
marriage/news‐story/6a690a2e67406b2f33d96da12c4f287b

Professor Gary Dowsett, Deputy Director, ARCSHS at Latrobe Uni
Direct quotes from his article ‘Boiled Lollies and Bandaids: Gay Men and Kids’
http://www.know-bull.com/files/Gay-Information-Spring-1982.pdf

• … we have three legal/social questions to win: custody rights for gay men and lesbians; the
legal right of paedophiles and their young loves; and finally, the sexual rights of children as
a whole.
• Cuddling, breastfeeding, bathing together, playing, kissing and fondling kids are immensely
pleasurable activities for them and for us. And it is not uncommon to be sexually aroused
by that closeness, that touch and that love. How different then, is that gentle, tentative
sexuality between parent and child from the love of a paedophile and his/her lover?
• The current paedophilia debate then is crucial to the political processes of the gay
movement: paedophiles need our support, and we need to construct the child/adult sex
issue on our terms.

It is about children’s sexuality that is part of
everyone’s lives but often not talked about
except with embarrassment or jokes.

Excerpts from Children’s Sexual Development and Behaviour: Pants Aren’t Rude
• Sexuality is a continuum from the beginnings of sexual feelings at birth
• Children are born as sexual beings without sexual inhibitions; It is the responsibility and opportunity of
their first teachers to help them to learn to value sexuality
• Children need to feel that sexuality is a natural and good part of being human
• Children need to learn that... sex and the sexual parts of their bodies are good
• It is not possible to make children learn certain values
• Children are sexual beings
• Infancy (birth to two years) ‐ From birth infants feel pleasure from caring touch
• Boys have erections while still in the uterus, and girls have vaginal lubrication from birth.
• Children have sexual feelings from birth
• Preschool years (three to four years) ‐ Masturbation is common and may be done for exploration, for
pleasure, or for comfort e.g. sleep time (Masturbation is mentioned 21 times in the book of 36 pages)
• Page 35 There are many behaviours which are neither abusive to other children nor necessarily signs that
a child has been abused... These include such activities as masturbating with a toy, sometimes touching
others in a sexual way, and mouth kissing.
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Gender fluid
resource
recommended
for 4 year olds

Over 100 genders listed
• Gender isn't quite as simple as whether you're 'male' or 'female'.
Everyone has their own gender identity in relation to masculinity and
femininity. Some identify with both, and some don't identify with
either; it's up to the individual to describe what gender identity fits
them best.

• Girlflux: when one feels mostly or all female most of the time but
experiences fluctuating intensities of female identity

Q: What does it mean to be bisexual?
A: “Not worrying about who I want to
like and so forth. It’s just meeting a
person and being able to say, you’re
really nice to me and I like you.”
Source: Safe Schools “All of Us” video for 11‐14 year olds
https://minus18.org.au/index.php/resource‐packs/all‐of‐us

Safe Schools Video for 11‐14 year olds
• Nevo is 17. Until 18 months ago he identified as lesbian. When Nevo was young, tell‐tale
signs re gender was that Nevo liked to play with boy’s toys. It was suggested to her that
she could be transgender. ‘He’ now identifies as a straight male. Nevo is biologically
female, but identifies as a straight male who is attracted to women. “I like to be with girls,
and I identify as male, just as other guys do”. “if I had any other medical condition, people
wouldn’t say “wait to get treatment”, let’s just wait and see how bad it gets… .they’d be
like, alright let’s rush you to hospital and let’s get you the surgeries that you need – and
that’s what I need right now. I’d like to grow old with my girlfriend. I want to have a family,
I want kids, I want little versions of me running around the place. I think that’s really cool.
• The Safe Schools program promotes a biologically female 17 year old, now identifying as a
straight male, telling 11‐14 year olds in a class video that surgery should not be delayed
for adolescents who want to transition from one gender to another.

Activity for year 9 students
Divide class down the middle. Half of the class to imagine they are in a relationship with
someone of the same sex, and half in a relationship with someone of the opposite sex.
Students answer 10 questions and keep score in their heads. For every question a person
answers a definite ‘yes’ they get 1 point. If they answer ‘no’ or ‘don’t know’‐ 0 points. Could
you • talk to a parent or close relative about this relationship? • invite your partner home with
you? • talk to your friends about what you did on the weekend with your partner? • talk
about your love life with a close friend on the train? • When you go out with a group of friends
would you feel comfortable giving your partner a kiss or hug? • Do you see relationships on TV
like yours? • easily get information about safe sex if you needed it? • take your partner to the
school formal? • get married in Australia when you are 21? • adopt a child with your partner
when you are 21?
Tell students to stand. Count backwards, tell students to sit if they scored 10 points – then
9,8,7,6,5. Look around room at who is left standing and continue counting backwards 4,3,2,1,0

Suggested actions for schools and students:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Make a personal “ally pledge” on social media
Start a ‘Stand Out’ group at school
Award stickers to the most LGBTI‐inclusive teachers
Post LGBTI banners in the entrance hall, around the school corridors and on the school web site
Run “purple” cupcake days to raise money
Be careful not to ‘misgender’ classmates
Be careful not to make assumptions about boyfriends or girlfriends
Ensure the school library is stocked with LGBTI books
Initiate ‘Wear it Purple’ days
Organise ‘speak out’ groups for students at lunchtime to discuss issues like same sex marriage
Sausage sizzles with a rainbow lollypop for children who write a positive comment about LGBT
people on the whiteboard
Invite LGBTI guest speakers to student assemblies
Attend PRIDE, Mardi Gras, IDAHOT days, and marriage equality rallies
Ensure LGBTI rights groups are not blocked by the school’s firewall
Teachers should use examples that normalise homosexuality and transgenderism in all subjects

From Victoria’s Respectful Relationships program

The Practical Guide to Love, Sex and Relationships
• NSW Educational Standards Authority (NESA)’s Senior Curriculum Officer
for PDHPE, Dominique Sidaros, released a statement on 11th August urging
educators to take a “whole‐school approach” to teaching sexuality and
sexual health education. The first resource listed in her mandate was “The
practical guide to love, sex and relationships”.
• This is another teaching resource written by Australian Research
Centre in Sex, Health and Society, La Trobe University, with input from Roz
Ward, with activities exploring relationships, sexual consent, equity
and sexual and reproductive health. This is funded by the Australian
Government.
Editorial,
The Daily Telegraph August 17, 2017 12:00am
Education Minister brings axe down on bureaucrats’ sneaky attempt to bring back Safe Schools
A guide on “sexuality and sexual health education” for Years 1 to 10 was posted on the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) website on August 11 by senior curriculum
officer Dominique Sidaros. The PDHPE (Personal Development, Health and Physical Education) guide gave teachers a recommended link to a teaching resource from the Safe
Schools program, written at the Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society at La Trobe University where Safe Schools originated.
Listed in acknowledgments for the resource is controversial Safe Schools architect Roz Ward

From this resource for year 7 and 8 children
People learn by experience what they enjoy sexually. We are all sexual
beings. Young people’s ‘experience’ may include watching sex online or
on screen as well as actually engaging in sexual activity with a partner
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Outcomes from ‘Safe Schools’
• referrals to The Children’s Hospital at
Westmead for gender services have
tripled, with one doctor saying they had
“escalated rapidly” across every state.
• In another major children’s hospital, 250
children — some as young as three —
are being assisted by the gender
dysphoria unit.
• Psychologists are being ignored
• Safe Schools resources are being used to
help teachers assist the children to
Entire school communities have to play along
transition.
with an infant’s confusion.

For Reese
(biologically
female), the
attraction to
Chaplow
(biologically
male) was
immediate.
'I’m gay, I’m
not going to
pretend to be
straight.'”

Parental consent
There may arise circumstances in which students wish to change their gender
identity without the consent of their parents, and without consulting medical
practitioners. If no agreement can be reached between the student and the
parent regarding the student's gender identity, or if the parent will not consent to
the contents of a Student Management Plan, it will be necessary for the school to
consider whether the student is a mature minor enabling the student to
permissibly make decisions for themselves without parental consent.
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/Pages/genderidentity.aspx#link45

“If a student does not have family or carer support for the process, a decision to
proceed should be made based on the school’s duty of care for the student’s
wellbeing and their level of maturity to make decisions about their needs. It may
be possible to consider a student a mature minor and able to make decisions
without parental consent.”
(Guide to supporting a student to affirm or
transition gender identity at school – Safe Schools)
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From the Qld Government – ALP - Education Minister’s office :
The Queensland government is committed to ensuring Qld state
schools are safe and inclusive places to learn for all students. The
Federal Government committed $8 million over three years to run the
Safe Schools Coalition program. That funding finishes in October
2017. Qld state schools will continue to support LGBTIQ+ students
and will also be able to engage True Relationships and Reproductive
Health to provide additional advice as needed. DET does not mandate
or endorse individual programs or initiatives. Principals, in consultation
with parents and the school community, are in the best position to
make decisions about the most appropriate programs to meet the
needs of their students.

The LNP Government have committed to withdraw Safe Schools
Coalition resources from Qld schools, stating that they “believe
schools are no place for agendas and ideologies”.

No more political indoctrination
Educational institutions are now used as a way to channel political
propaganda on our children (such as the discredited ‘Safe Schools’ and
‘Respectful Relationships’ programs). We believe such indoctrination is
wholly inappropriate for a school environment and are committed to their
removal.

ONE NATION TO SCRAP THE CONTROVERSIAL SAFE SCHOOLS PROGRAM
The program covers “knowledge, skills and practical ideas to create safer
and more inclusive school environments for same sex attracted, intersex
and gender diverse students, staff and families”.
Due to the explicit content, many argue that the program is age
inappropriate, especially for primary school students and covers topics that
should be up to parents and guardians to discuss with their children.
To replace this program, One Nation will ensure that children are offered
counselling and support where necessary on an individual basis.

